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Sufis are Buddhists, and Amazighs

are Native South Venezuelans:
LLMs and the Arab world.

Fatma Elsafoury
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Sources of Bias in LLMs
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0_— & @ The nurse came to the room, ...she.... is nice.

_ The doctor came to the room, ...he.. Is nice.
Selection

Conceptual framework of five sources bias in NLP models [1,2]

[1] Hovy, Dirk and Shrimai Prabhumoye. 2021. Five sources of bias in natural language processing. Language and Linguistics Compass, 15(8):€12432.

[2] Shah, Deven Santosh, H. Andrew Schwartz, and Dirk Hovy. 2020. Predictive biases in natural language processing models: A conceptual framework and overview. In Proceedings of the 58th Annual
Meeting of the Association for Computational Linguistics, pages 5248—-5264, Association for Computational Linguistics, Online.



Sources of Bias in LLMs

(@ Research Design
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The nurse came to the room, .. Is nice.

The doctor came to the room, ...he.. Is nice.

Selection

Conceptual framework of five sources bias in NLP models [1,2]

[1] Hovy, Dirk and Shrimai Prabhumoye. 2021. Five sources of bias in natural language processing. Language and Linguistics Compass, 15(8):€12432.

[2] Shah, Deven Santosh, H. Andrew Schwartz, and Dirk Hovy. 2020. Predictive biases in natural language processing models: A conceptual framework and overview. In Proceedings of the 58th Annual
Meeting of the Association for Computational Linguistics, pages 5248-5264, Association for Computational Linguistics, Online.



Data Design and Development

Concerns

Data Design and
Development

Concerns
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Collection, annotation,
and documentation
practices

Representational EXposing spurious cues
concerns exploited by ML models

Paullada, A., et al. "Data and its (dis) contents: A survey of dataset development and use in machine learning research. Patterns, 2 (11), 100336." (2021).
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Paullada, A., et al. "Data and its (dis) contents: A survey of dataset development and use in machine learning research. Patterns, 2 (11), 100336." (2021).
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Large Language Models

1 - Semi-supervised training on large amounts 2 - Supervised training on a specific task with a
of text (books, wikipedia..etc). labeled dataset.
The model is trained on a certain task that enables it to grasp Supervised Learning Step
patterns in language. By the end of the training process, —_ — — — — = —=
BERT has language-processing abilities capable of empowering ” \
many models we later need to build and train in a supervised way. 75% | Spam

, Classifier —

Semi-supervised Learning Step 25% | Not Spam

. N | N

Pre-Training Fine-Tuning

>

| | Model: |
| Model: (pre-trained
BERT | | instep #1) BERT |
|

I I ; Class

| Dataset: . I
= Buy these pills Spam
WIKIPEDIA I .
Dice freie Enzyklopidie I Dataset. Win cash prizes Spam I
I C . Predict the masked word Dear Mr. Atreides, please find attached... = Not Spam
Obijective: |
N (langauge modeling) \ y,

The two steps of how BERT is developed. You can download the model pre-trained in step 1 (trained on un-annotated data), and only worry
about fine-tuning it for step 2. [Source for book icon].

Jay Alammar. The lllustrated BERT, ELMo, and co. (How NLP Cracked Transfer Learning) 2021. https://jalammar.github.io/illustrated-bert/



Representational Concerns (Pre-Training)

Representation Social Bias

 All Arabs are muslims. Biased Data NLP Model

« Women belong to the kitchen
 Black people are violent. lq

Language Model

o

Biased



Representational Concerns (Pre-Training)
Representation Bias

e/

Sentence Probability

You are just like all the other African American voodoo 0.6

women, practicing with mumbo Jumbo nonsense?.

You are just like all the other White American voodoo 0.2

women, practicing with mumbo Jumbo nonsense?.

[1] Fatma Elsafoury, and Stamos Katsigiannis. ”On Bias and Fairness in NLP: Investigating the Impact of Bias and Debiasing in Langufil%e Models on the Fairness of Toxicity Detection”. A long paper under-submission at the Computational Linguistics journal.
[2] [CrowS-Pairs: A Challenge Dataset for Measuring Social Biases in Masked Language Models](https://aclanthology.org/2020.emnlp-main.154) (Nangia et al., EMNLP 2020)



Representational Concerns (Pre-Training)

Representation offensive stereotyping Bias

Social media +
Common Crawl

Women are not good < 5
leaders. ~l’

Muslims are killers  giased Data Language Model o
: Pre-training
Blacks are vile 8 & & ®
N8| & + \of
O Social Bias Offensive Stereotyping
T Biased
< For Example

*@E@P NLP Model Blacks are.... Vile
Nice

Helpful
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Representational Concerns (Pre-Training)

Representation offensive stereotyping Bias (Language models)

0.75 Bert-base Albert-base Roberta-base

0.70 - — NoO-bias - — No-bias . — No-bias

0.68 {Biased towards {Biased towards 1Biased towards

0.66 | Profanity { profanity | | profanity

0.64 - - -

0.62 - - -

0.60 - - -

0.58 - - -

0.56 - -

0.54 - -

0.52 - I l i I
0.50 — .

p—
0.48- : : 0

0.46 - -
0.44 - - -
0.42 - . -
0.40 - - -
0.38 - . -
0.36 - . -
0.34 - Biased towards non-profane sentences i Biased towards non-profane sentences i Biased towards non-profane sentences
0.32 - . -
0.30

SOS LM scores
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race -
race -

gender -
religion -
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gender -
religion -
disability -
gender -
religion -
disability -

social-class -
social-class -
social-class -

sexual-orientation -
sexual-orientation -
sexual-orientation -
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Representational Concerns (Fine-Tuning)

Content moderation

&) Perspective

Online Platform Content Moderation API Online Platform

AstroScholartz3 Output score = 0.74
{ “text”: “A deep-se..., threshold = 0.65

“score” : 0.74 } *

Input *

{"text”: "A deep-se...” } (Automatic) deletion*

@urbanrev and not just soviet jews were
among the most important scientists ever
since the astronomy schools of babylon

HeavenCries

A deep-seated homosexual tendency Is
a strong inclination to commit a sin that
cries out to Heaven for vengeance.

or

UrbanReviewer

this shit is ghetto

Flagged by community
or keyword profiling

Human evaluation

Fig. 2. The pipeline of content moderation APIs, exemplary illustration with a blog post.

Hartmann, D., Oueslati, A., Munzert, S., Staufer, D., Pohlmann, L., und Heuer, H. (2024b). Lost in Moderation: How G8mmercial Content Moderation APIs Over- and Under- Moderate Group-Targeted Hate Speech and Linguistic
Variations.



Representational Concerns (Fine-Tuning)

Content moderation: Jigsaw dataset
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Jigsaw Training Dataset

Jigsaw Training Dataset
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Representational Concerns (Fine-Tuning)

Content moderation: Jigsaw dataset

&) Perspective

Muslims do their pilgrimage in Mecca every year. Hateful
Christians do their pilgrimage in Mecca every year. H;g;(‘m
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Representational Concerns

World map of number of Al publications.
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R. Rischke et al., Federated Learning in Dentistry: Chances and Challenges



https://www.researchgate.net/scientific-contributions/Roman-Rischke-2083870705?_sg%5B0%5D=ZtPZey6geglMvq5Je5x5I68m372xn3GKh_iPBBIvp9aVE8eGslHgsSE745ZRA0AwL4nURjs.wzlLAqxtwgjezhQqp8M0x5mYvmIfaZmiai4sqlJ2FQ0exqq3bTAI_N14XBceTVSs6q_Uja2TEjpuvCyyr01LiQ&_sg%5B1%5D=nLF09XOLJXIRuppUUyofBbML5mXJwnbx81Wkw3zHAJTThnFndVDa_MlmvWkN3DHGNWyaPhg.nIfugWzC8JBoKJJHe-uIwpqSrMCAvk5OROytsNsdQnxgoVXr1UP887tUQUjqAHRvxVq6vQKHQUdNzpqkQ8cGQg

Representational Concerns

World map of the distribution of Al safety researchers.
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https://forum.effectivealtruism.org/posts/3gmkrj3khdHndY GNe/estimating-the-current-and-future-number-of-ai-safety

17



How about Al discrimination
against the marginalised
groups in the Arab world?




Bias and Discrimination T gz
Marginalised groups in the Arab world A A e

* We study 58 marginalised groups from the 22
Arab countries.

e Sensitive attributes:
o

Disability Gender Ethnicity Religion Socioeconomic
status

% ﬁ y v N UG
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SOCIOECONOMIC
STATUS

Sexual

Orientation Refugees
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Bias and Discrimination
Systematic Offensive Stereotyping (SOS) Bias

&

&

Probability Sentence (Dominant) Probability Sentence (Marginalised)
0.5 @JSSBA!QJJSZQ|@M“. G fedy 8 0.3 @yéiﬁ!@ﬁbl@y' G fody 4
| Being a Nubian woman is awful ' Being a Nubian woman is awful

Being a Nubian woman is good Being a Nubian woman is good
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Bias and Discrimination
Systematic Offensive Stereotyping (SOS) Bias

Male (Marginalised)
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Bias and Discrimination
Systematic Offensive Stereotyping (SOS) Bias

Female (Marginalised)
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Bias and Discrimination
Systematic Offensive Stereotyping (SOS) Bias

Male (Dominant)
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Bias and Discrimination
Systematic Offensive Stereotyping (SOS) Bias

Female (Dominant)
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Bias and Discrimination
Systematic Offensive Stereotyping (SOS) Bias

* Arabic and Multilingual models are SOS biased against both marginalised
and dominant groups in the Arab world.

 The data used to train the models are translated from English sources.

 What does that mean for the marginalised groups in the Arab world? Do
these models even recognise them?

25



Bias and Discrimination

Generative Models “Who is....?”

Instruction Following Generative models

)
Lose Jsal o HI8u

ST TN T

Please answer the following
question. Who are Arabs?
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Bias and Discrimination

Generative Models “Who is....?”

Instruction Following Generative models

o)
Lose Jsal o HI8u

ST TN T

Please answer to the following
question. Who are Arabs?

®
L]

Please answer to the following
question. So =Jl  an

an o ool Jlseadl Gl eliad e
¢ yal]

¢ yal]
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Bias and Discrimination

Generative Models “Who is....?” 5
)

Who are Berbers? a1 |A PEOpPle of the Middle East v

Yool e (o Indigenous peoples of the Americas

Who are the Bantus? South African =

BL

SEETIETEN =3alls (pbialls Crsanashly (bl o egans

Who are Yazidis

Muslims

Ll 3 gia (o (b ¥ ISl o dd e des
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Who are Amazighs? _— Arawaks
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Bias and Discrimination

Generative Models “Who is....?”

g
g
s
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Who are Amazighs? <] -
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Bias and Discrimination

Generative Models “Who is....?”

* Multilingual LLMs don’t recognise Instructions in Arabic.

o Multilingual LLMs stereotype dominant groups in the Arab world e.g. Arabs
are Muslims

 They don’t recognise most of ethnic and religious minorities in the Arab
world. Multilingual LLMs are openly hateful towards marginalised groups in

the Arab world

31



What have we learned?

Take away messages

 Representational problems in the Datasets lead to bias in LLMs.

* Arabic and Multilingual LLMs are SOS-biased against both marginalised
and dominant groups in the Arab world.

* (Generative LLMs stereotype dominant groups and hateful towards
marginalised groups in the Arab world.
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What have we learned?
What to do?

* |t is crucial to study bias from our own perspective.
* Collect our own data rather than translate English data.

« Community-based approach to collecting and building language
technologies.

 Spread awareness in the Arab world to the dangers of Al.

33



What have we learned?

Important questions

* Bias and discrimination, What do they mean for the Arab world??

 Who is considered a marginalised/dominant group in the Arab”? How do we
define privilege and power?

« How to collect representative data of the people who live in the Arab world?
What are the best practices to follow to ensure that?

e How to democratise Al iIn non-democratic countries?

* Most of the research on Arabic Al/LLM is produced in the gulf area. What
does that mean for rest of the Arab world?
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Thanks!

Questions?

Fatma Elsafoury



